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The winter did not pass unhappily within the station despite
the chaos outside, for the men were young and resilient. Their
average age was only 25 years and they were generously fed.
Mawson followed Shackleton in providing more than the bare
necessities of life at the wintering stations. He believed that
luxuries in moderation had a beneficial psychological effect in
counteracting the absence of the usual amenities of civilization.
We need little imagination to understand the difficulty in erect-
ing the wireless masts, 65 feet high, which was begun on April 4th.
The work was stopped by the hurricanes of May and June, then
resumed in July and August. The aerial was hoisted in a 6o-mile
gale. On September ist messages were sent out and continued
for a month, though no communications were received. Then
came October i3th, known as Black Sunday, when during dinner,
with the wind maintaining an hourly average of 91 miles, " one
mighty blast was followed by a crack and the sound of a heavy
falling body." The northern mast had crashed to the ground and
ended the wireless for several months.
There was hope that spring sledging could be started in July;
but the temperature went down without any moderation in the wind.
On the 29th Lieutenant Ninnis and Dr. Mertz took some sledge
loads out a short distance in a hurricane of 70 m.p.h.; at midnight
the velocity had increased to 90 m.p.h. On August xoth Mawson,
Madigan and Ninnis reached the 5|-mile post already referred to ;
and as this was a strategic point for the general advance, a cave
was dug within the glacier ice of the surface. Aladdin's Cave was
the name given to this ice-cave, which was one of the most useful
original features of the whole expedition. The party returned on
the 15th. There was no real improvement in the weather until
September, which came in with five fine days, the effect of which
was magical.
Cape Denison at once resembled a disturbed ants' nest. The
geologists and surveyors started their work; a team of men
resumed thek labours on the wkeless masts, and provisions were
sledged up to Aladdin's Cave, which was enlarged. The sea froze
immediately it was calm and the biologists went out dredging
through the ice. About half a mile off shore, in yo fathoms, the
sea floor teemed with life, and numerous seals appeared. Webb
and Bage were able to take star observations to check the chrono-
meters. On September 5th several men were out on the sea ice,
dredging, when masses of drift were seen over the continental